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A message from the interim chair, Dr. Alan Sears
Students often have a question as they first come in contact with sociology at university: What the #&@k is sociology? This question is often deeply disturbing to
their family members, who wonder why their daughter, sister or mother might be
taking a course that seems so impractical. The people who teach in the Ryerson
Sociology Department are committed to showing students that sociology is practical, a set of tools for understanding the world we live in. I think the common thread
in the work of my colleagues in this department is a commitment to looking directly
at the pressing questions of our times, not only to document injustice, but also to
learn from the creativity of people confronting inequalities from below. We aim to
equip our students to cast doubt on the official stories, to tell knowledge from opinion, and to exercise their own creative problem-solving abilities.
ANHONI’s recent song “4 degrees” includes the line: “I wanna burn the sky, I wanna burn the breeze/I wanna see the animals die in the trees!” They are challenging
us with those words – if we don’t want to burn them, what are we going to do about
it? That is a profoundly sociological question. (Continued on page 2)

Dr. Pam Sugiman appointed Dean of Arts
The Sociology Department’s Professor Pamela Sugiman has been appointed as
Dean, Faculty of Arts. She began her five-year term as dean on July 1, 2016. Pam
has been chair of the Sociology Department since 2012, and has worked tirelessly
during this time to lead and grow our department, while supporting faculty, students
and staff in their respective roles. She is a collegial and inspiring academic leader,
with a strong commitment to social justice, equity, and inclusion. (Continued on
page 2)
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Message from the chair (cont’d)

New Dean of Arts (cont’d)

Members of our department
are addressing such questions
in their ongoing research activities. It is the nature of scholarly research that people follow
their skills, their intellectual
development, their commitments and their love of learning in a variety of different directions. It is exciting to see
breadth of research being carried out by members of this department, and also the
cross-cutting themes and points of intersection. It is
amazing how much of our work in this department touches on social inequality and/or popular culture. A number
of people are doing work in the areas of migration, racialization, indigeneity and global inequalities, examining the
impact of whiteness and settler-colonialism and tracking
the creative resistance and self-making of those who are
oppressed by these systems of power. There are projects
investigating various dimensions of precarious work in the
current geo-political context. Colleagues are looking into
aspects of social policy in such areas as child care, criminal justice, health, housing and migration. Finally, a number of people are working on aspects of popular culture,
ranging from cinema to monuments and from sports to
foodways.

Pam has a long and
distinguished career as
a researcher, with particular expertise in racialization, social justice, and oral history.
Her work has been
published in over 30
peer-reviewed journals
and edited collections,
and has been recognized with various awards and prizes. Presently, Pam is
leading the Oral History Cluster and is a member of the
executive and steering committees of the Landscapes of
Injustice Project, a $5.5 million initiative funded in large
part by a SSHRC Partnership Grant. Her research is
widely recognized in a variety of disciplines as relevant,
rigorous, and insightful.

I have been teaching full-time at Canadian universities
since 1988, and I have noticed an intensification of our
work, which is a widespread consequence of neoliberal
restructuring. This makes it harder for us to find time for
conversations about teaching and research. This is a real
loss, as this really is a stimulating and exciting work environment. Too often, we pass by each other in a rush. I
hope this newsletter can be part of a process of making
time to find out what others are up to, both within our own
department and in exchange with others elsewhere.

As Dean of Arts, Pam’s priorities include enhancing undergraduate and graduate education, teaching and student life. She intends to build on the Faculty of Arts’ reputation for a high level of student engagement and success.
We congratulate Pam on this significant opportunity. And
although we will miss Pam’s leadership in our department,
we are excited to work with her as she advances the Faculty of Arts in exciting and progressive ways.

“Pam will deliver a guiding vision to the
Faculty of Arts that will position it, and
Ryerson, for an exciting future.”
Dr. Chris Evans, Interim Provost and VP Academic

More Exciting News from our Department
Dr. Mélanie Knight is Sociology’s Dr. Tonya Davidson accepts new Dr. Doreen Fumia appointed Jack
Undergraduate Program Director
position at Carleton University
Layton Chair
As of July 1, 2016,
Dr. Mélanie Knight
will be our department’s new Undergraduate Program
Director. Mélanie is
looking forward to
this work, stating
“I’m very excited
about my new role
as Undergraduate
Program
Director.
This is an opportunity for me to help students cultivate their passions and navigate the Sociology program and life beyond. This role will no doubt teach me a
great deal about our students, the university, and my discipline.” Mélanie takes
over this position from Dr. Nicole Neverson. Many thanks to Nicole for her
outstanding work in this role over the
past two years.

We are pleased
to announce that
Dr. Tonya Davidson has accepted a position
as an Instructor of
Sociology at Carleton University.
Tonya has been
an Assistant Professor in our department since 2012, and has taught
thousands of undergraduate students in
the areas of introductory sociology, popular culture, qualitative research methods, and social inequality. We will miss
Tonya’s insightful perspective, expertise,
and positive energy, and wish her the
best as she pursues this exciting new
opportunity in Ottawa.
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Dr. Doreen Fumia
has been appointed
to the Jack Layton
Chair for a two-year
term. This position
was established in
2012 to honour the
memory of wellknown political leader Jack Layton, who
was a Professor in
Ryerson’s Politics Department. In this
role, Doreen will work to broaden understanding and political capacity to effect
progressive social change. As part of
this work, Doreen organizes the Jack
Layton Leadership School, a three-day
workshop which provides participants
with the skills and knowledge to organize
and lead social change. You can read
about this workshop on page 5 of this
newsletter.

The 2015-2016 Sociology Speaker Series
Dr. Audra Simpson

Dennis Edney

Last fall, Dr. Audra Simpson
gave a talk, entitled “We are
Not Red Indians” (We Might all
Be Red Indians): Anticolonial
Sovereignty Across the Borders of Time, Place and Sentiment. Dr. Simpson is an Associate Professor of Anthropology at Columbia University and
a Kahnawake Mohawk. She is
a prolific scholar and has published in a number of journals.
Her recent book Mohawk Interruptus: Political Life Across
the
Borders
of
Settler
States (Duke University Press,
2014) and the co-edited collection Theorizing Native Studies (Duke University Press,
2014) bring critical Indigenous perspectives to the fields of
Indigenous Studies, Anthropology, Political Theory, and Sociology. In her work, she has explored the politics of refusal
in Kahnawake as working against the core logics of settler
colonialism, the logics of dispossession and the elimination of
Indigenous peoples and nations. In Mohawk Interruptus, she
writes that “colonialism survives in a settler form. In this form,
it fails at what it is supposed to do: eliminate Indigenous people; take all their land; absorb them into a white, propertyowning body politic” (Simpson 2014, 7-8). This failure is a result of resistance, Indigenous agency and the refusal to disappear that Dr. Simpson situated historically, globally, and politically in her talk at Ryerson.

Global human rights advocate Dennis Edney spoke to students, faculty and community members on 5 November 2015.
Edney, a Canadian lawyer based in Edmonton, has won national and international acclaim for his successful efforts to win
the human rights of a young Canadian citizen Omar Khadr.

2016 CSA Student Award
Each year, the Canadian
Sociological Association
(CSA) honours an outstanding top graduating
student in every Sociology
program across the country. Jonathan Kallis was
selected as this year’s
recipient. In the classroom, Jonathan demonstrated perceptive, inclusive, and responsible
leadership in collaborative
work and classroom discussion. Jonathan’s finely
tuned sociological accomplishments extend far beyond the walls of academe into
the realm of community engagement in his group facilitator role at the Mental Health Peer Support Organization
(MHPSO), an organization that supports and assists individuals living with mental illnesses or learning disabilities
in leading lives of dignity. Jonathan’s work in this community is inspired by his desire to help build safer communities in which all people can live happier and more fulfilling
lives. Congratulations Jonathan.

Edney explained his interest in Omar Khadr’s case and described the harrowing conditions of Khadr’s 14-years in Guantanamo prison. Edney criticized the Conservative government
of former Prime Minister Stephen Harper for failing to protect
the rights of a Canadian in custody and for violating international conventions on protecting children since Omar was 15
years old at the time of his capture by US troops in Afghanistan. Edney also spoke with warmth, humor and compassion
about the daily experiences of his wife and himself as they
continue to host Omar Khadr at their home in Edmonton.
Khadr, the youngest prisoner at the notorious Guantanamo
Bay detention center, was released in 2014 into the care of
Edney and lives with the family in Edmonton.
Edney, who has been named one of Alberta's 50 most influential people and Canada’s 25 Most Influential Lawyers, began
participating in the defence of Omar Khadr in 2004. In recognition of his efforts on behalf of Omar Khadr and his longstanding contribution to global human rights, Edney has received
many honors and awards, including the National Pro Bono
Award in 2008 (co-recipient), the Human Rights Medal presented by the Lieutenant Governor of British Columbia, the
Winnipeg Citizens’ Award, the Gerald L Gall award from the
John Humphrey Centre for peace and human rights, and the
Paul Harris Fellowship by the Rotary Club of Canada.

Honorary Doctorate awarded to
Patricia and Dennis Edney

At Ryerson’s June convocation, Patricia and Dennis Edney
were presented with an honourary Doctorate of Laws degree.
Dr. Pam Sugiman delivered the citation at the convocation,
highlighting the challenging yet crucial work of the Edney
family in advocating for Omar Khadr. Patricia and Dennis
Edney delivered an inspiring and heartfelt convocation address to students, faculty, and guests.
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SOCIOLOGY STUDENTS @ RYERSON
RSSU Hosts Rupi Kaur

Police Accountability Panel

On International
Women’s
Day
(March 8), the
Ryerson Sociology Students’ Union (RSSU) hosted artist and writer, Rupi Kaur, to
speak to Ryerson
students and the
local community.
In the sold-out event, Rupi Kaur spoke on topics, such as
love, healing and immigration. She also spent a portion of
her presentation discussing prominent women’s issues
and the importance of intersectional feminism. Afterwards,
Kaur discussed with that while growing up, she never felt
well represented in the books she read. As a woman of
South Asian decent, she started to write to tell her own
unique stories. She found success with her critically acclaimed book, Milk & Honey. More of Rupi Kaur’s work
can be found here: instagram.com/rupikaur_

On October 20,
2015,
the
Ryerson Sociology
Students
Union hosted an
evening
event
entitled “Who is
policing the police? A panel
discussion
on
police accountability.” The panel
welcomed
the
voices of Yusra Khogali, the co-organizer of Black Lives Matter
Toronto, Dr. Pamela Palmater, Ryerson University’s Chair in
Indigenous Governance, and Kusha Dadui, the Trans Program
Coordinator from the Sherbourne Health Centre, and was moderated by Dr. Nicole Neverson (Sociology). The discussion focused specifically on intersectional experiences with police in
Toronto. The event was extremely well attended, including participation from MP Jagmeet Singh.

Sociology Alumni Event
On October 1, 2015, the
Sociology Program hosted its inaugural Alumni
night. The Program, in
its 11th year, celebrated
its past, present, and
future in a lively event
complete with delicious
food, a photo booth, and
good cheer. Co-hosted
by the Sociology Department and the Ryerson Sociology Students’ Union, the event
welcomed 2009-2015 alumni, current students, faculty, and
staff to partake in an evening reflecting on the theme of travel
and the life journey. During the event, Dr. Alan Sears facilitated a networking activity where alumni shared details of their

Ryerson experiences and travels, while current students took
advantage of the opportunity to ask alumni questions about
their most meaningful experiences and paths in life after university. The evening featured jovial spirits, sage postuniversity advice from
alumni, and introduced students, current and former, to
new friends, connections, and possibilities. The event was a
wonderful
success
and future alumni
event planning is now
underway.

Studying sociology in Istanbul, Turkey
Emma Monet:
“It is my belief that studying abroad gives one perspective impossible to achieve from back home, even for the most selfaware of us. Being in Istanbul and learning alongside similarly
minded people my own age makes me realize that attitudes
and facts I assumed
to be universal are
not so, there is no
standardization for
the human experience. Studying from
a point of view on
the other side of the
world is an indispensable experience.”

Cassandra Zarei:
“Studying abroad was the most valuable experience throughout my post secondary education. I was nervous at first at the
thought of having to adapt to a new learning environment with
a different teaching style, but the experience allowed me to
learn and grow so much. I
was able to broaden my sociological perspective by using
the world as my textbook. I
am fortunate to have been
able to learn about a society
and way of life from a point of
view different to the traditional western perspective I grew
accustomed to.”

4

SOCIAL JUSTICE IN ACTION
Ryerson Trans Collective

Action against Violence
Against Women on campus

Markus
‘Star’
HarwoodJones, a 4th year Sociology
student, is an organizer of
the Ryerson Trans Collective. The Trans Collective is
a newly formed Equity Service Centre at Ryerson,
founded in 2014 located in
an office on the second floor
of the Student Campus Centre. The Trans Collective has
grown with the help of the
RSU and CESAR, and is now a safe(r) space for trans,
questioning, and gender diverse students to gather for
mutual support. Since its inception, the Trans Collective
has hosted educational events, fun community activities,
and political campaigns both within Ryerson and beyond.
It continues to fight for accessible spaces for all students
at Ryerson, including bathrooms and change rooms which
can serve all genders. It is also working to support students experiencing transphobia, cissexism or other forms
of oppressive violence during their educational experience. For any student who would like to get involved,
please visit the website: RUTransCollective.Tumblr.Com,
check out the events, and come to the bi-annual member
meetings.

The issue of safety on campus unsettled many of us in a very
profound manner when in Fall 2015 we learnt about a spate of
online threats of violence against our colleagues at the Department of Sociology at University of Toronto. In a chilling reminder of the massacre of female students at the Ecole Polytechnic in Montreal in 1989, these threats were specifically targeted at feminists and sociologists. It was therefore very timely
that issues of Violence Against Women were the focus of the
first community forum sponsored by the office of Mohammed
Lachemi, Ryerson University’s President ( who was at that time
Provost and Vice-President Academic) as part of the Mind &
Action series. The event, which took place on December 3,
2015, was timed to commemorate the International Day for the
Elimination of Violence Against Women (November 25) and
Canada’s National Day of Remembrance and Action on Violence Against Women (December 6). Sociology Department
Chair Professor Pam Sugiman and Professor Doreen Fumia
were actively involved in the planning of the event, which was
moderated by Ryerson University’s newly appointed Coordinator of the Office of Sexual Violence Support and Education Farrah Khan. Panelists included Sociology professor Dr.
Amina Jamal, as well as Dr. Charlene Senn, Deepa Mattoo,
Christa Big Canoe, and Pascale Diverlus.

The Jack Layton
Leadership School

Dr. Cindy Blackstock
speaks at Ryerson

The Jack Layton Leadership School was organized by
Sociology’s Dr. Doreen Fumia (the Jack Layton Chair)
from February 16-18, 2016. Forty-five undergraduate and
graduate students (pictured below) attended from a
range of schools and departments across the university.
Working in tandem with Olivia Chow, Cathy Crowe, and
Dr. Winnie Ng, the program provided organizing skills for
social change and heard from panelists about current
social issues. Participants also took part in a Social Justice Walk.

On March 31, 2016, Dr.
Cindy Blackstock, Executive Director First Nations
Child and Family Caring
Society of Canada and
Associate Professor, University of Alberta, spoke to
a packed room at Ryerson.
The event was preceded
by a reception at which
President
Mohamed
Lachemi
acknowledged
the importance of Dr.
Blackstock’s work with
First Nations children. Olivia Chow (Distinguished
Visiting
Professor
at
Ryerson University) provided closing remarks that
highlighted the commitment and passion with
which Dr. Blackstock has
engaged us all in her work and her devotion to make lasting,
transformative change to the ways in which First Nations children are treated by the Canadian government. This event was
part of the Jack Layton Speakers Series, which is organized by
Dr. Doreen Fumia, Associate Professor of Sociology and the
Jack Layton Chair.
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Dr. Mustafa Koç recognized
for career achievements
Dr. Mustafa Koç, Professor of
Sociology, was awarded the
Ryerson Faculty Associations
Career Achievement Award on
May 5, 2016. This award recognizes a sustained, outstanding career of contributions to
the profession.
Since joining Ryerson University in 1993, Mustafa has developed an impressive research program in Food Studies. He is involved the Ryerson
Centre for Studies in Food Security, Food Secure Canada,
and the Canadian Association
for Food Studies. Mustafa is
also a highly-respected and
award-winning instructor, teaching courses in introductory sociology and the sociology of food.
Recently, Mustafa has been busy co-chairing local arrangements (with Patrizia Albanese) for the World Congress of Rural Sociology , which was held at Ryerson from August 10 to
14, 2016. Organized by the International Rural Sociological
Association (IRSA), the World Congress is an inclusive forum
hosting around 1,000 international scholars, practitioners and
government representatives. The Congress is funded by a
variety of supporters, including a SSHRC Connections grant
($25,000) and from Ontario Ministry of Agriculture and Rural
Affairs (OMAFRA) ($15,000). IRSA Congress is a harbinger of
even bigger events for Ryerson, such as the Congress for the
Federation for Humanities and Social Sciences in 2017. Congratulations, Mustafa, on this well-deserved recognition.

An evening seminar with
Dr. Henry Giroux
On Thursday, March 10, 25 grad students and faculty members with diverse interests gathered to discuss the role of public intellectuals in “Disrupting the Academy.” The event was cosponsored by the Department of Sociology and the Faculty of
Arts and was facilitated by Ryerson’s Distinguished Visiting
Professor, Dr. Henry Giroux. Dr. Giroux questioned what it
means to work in the academy and engage in scholarship that
not only addresses important public issues, but does so in theoretically rigorous and accessible ways.
The discussion focused on the necessity of being both scholars advancing the boundaries of knowledge, while at the same
time working as intellectuals who are concerned with the pedagogical and symbolic aspects of struggle and politics. Dr.
Giroux reflected on the role of the public intellectual in a space
of partial displacement, a space of exile, within the university.
He defined the notion of exile as a position that provides the
necessary conditions to
be able to think and work
against the grain, subvert
settled
forms
of
knowledge, challenge established disciplines, and
offer resistance to the rise
of a suffocating managerial and audit culture of
commodification and consumerism. We ended on
what was a hopeful and
generative note by recognizing that the fight for
justice is never finished
and acknowledging how
the role of the public intellectual is taking on new
urgency.

Okanagan-Shuswap, which is in the Interior of British Columbia. I chose this riding because it is the place where I grew
up. I feel a deep connection to the land
and the people. And, it has been
staunchly Conservative since 1993 when
On October 19, 2015, I was a candidate the NDP lost their seat. I like a chalin the 42nd federal election. I ran as a lenge! With the redistribution of the ridNew Democrat in the riding of North ings in 2013, the North OkanaganShuswap was one of the few that actually grew. It is now the fourth largest riding
in Canada by population at just over
120,000.

Dr. Jacqui Gingras:
Political Pathways

The experience of running was incredible. I learned about many different issues in our local region, plus much more
about the political process in general.
We ran an assertive campaign on redressing social inequities such as poverty, hunger, homelessness, mental ill-
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ness, and addictions. Many people, especially young people, are struggling
amidst significant wealth in the area.
Bringing a social justice perspective to
the political discourse helped surface
issues that might not have come up otherwise, including indigenous issues. I
have enormous gratitude for the local
people doing important work in this area
despite lack of resources and supportive
structures.
Despite our best efforts, we fell short on
E-day. In fact, we came in third! Would I
run again? I have thought a great deal
about this and for now the answer is
“no.” I gave the campaign every ounce of
energy I could muster and I feel complete with this experience. I would gladly
support someone else taking on the role.

Ryerson sociologists win award for research on diversity and
inclusion in the university classroom

The research team authoring the study
Inhabiting Critical Spaces: Teaching and
Learning From the Margins at Ryerson
University, has been awarded the 2016
Alan Shepard Equity, Diversity and Inclusion (EDI) award. The research team
includes Ryerson Sociology faculty Drs.
Doreen Fumia, Camille HernandezRamdwar, Amina Jamal, Melanie Knight,

and Nicole Neverson, as well as research assistants Azar Masoumi and Dr.
Adwoa Ntozake Onuora (pictured
above).
This research explores the experiences
of teaching and learning from the margins as well as teaching and learning
when viewed as marginal. Although

there is a strong commitment to diversity
and inclusion at Ryerson, day-to-day
experiences of marginalized students
and faculty demonstrate that they still do
not have a secure place in the university
setting. This research gives voice to concerns and challenges faced by marginalized groups on campus, and offers insight on ways to identify and address
systemic barriers to full participation in
university life. It also offers suggestions
on how to develop, support, and implement more effective pedagogical strategies to make the learning environment
more inclusive, equitable and accessible.
The project was funded with a grant from
the Learning and Teaching Enhancement Fund. A full report of the research
is available at: http://www.ryerson.ca/
content/dam/lt/grants/ltef/
LTEF_Final_Reports/

A small sample of recent #RUSociology research
Aguinaldo, J.P., A. Ahluwalia, K. Hambly, J.
Koornstra, B. Rankin and K. Roesslein. Needs
and Supports in Transitional Housing for People
Living with HIV/AIDS in Ontario, Canada. Forthcoming. Journal of Social Service Research.

Jamal, A. 2015. Piety, Transgression, and the
Feminist Debate on Muslim Women: Resituating
the Victim-Subject of Honor-Related Violence
from a Transnational Lens. Signs: Journal of
Women in Culture and Society. 41(1): 55-79.

Appavoo, D. 2016. Learning and Food in Health
Care Settings. In J. Sumner (Ed.) Learning,
Food and Sustainability in the Community. Palgrave.

Kaur, A. and C., Teelucksingh. 2015. Environmental Justice, Transit Equity, the Place for
Immigrants in Toronto. Canadian Journal of
Urban Studies. 24 (2): 46-63.

Burt, G., Sedra, M., Headley, B., HernándezRamdwar, C., Seepersad, R., & Wortley, S.
2016. Deportation, Circular Migration and Organized Crime: Jamaica Case Study. Public Safety
Canada.

Knight, M. 2015. The making of nascent imperialists: The Reproduction of Racism and Whiteness in Post-secondary Entrepreneurship Programs. The Centre for Education for Racial
Equality Conference, Edinburgh, Scotland.

Davidson, T. 2016. Imperial Nostalgia, Social
Ghosts and Canada’s National War Memorial.
Space and Culture. Online First, published
March 3, 15 pages.
Dimitrova, D., D. Mok and B. Wellman. 2015.
Changing Ties in a Far-Flung Multidisciplinary
Research Network: The Case of GRAND. American Behavioral Scientist, 59(5):599-616.
Fumia, D., Galabuzi, G., Sidhu, N. 2015. Report
on Poverty and Employment Precarity in Southern Ontario (PEPSO) Case Study #5: Impact of
High Levels of Precarity on Urban Neighbourhood Economies and Particular Populations in
Toronto.
Gingras, J., P. Robinson, J. Waddell and L.
Cooper (Eds.) 2016. Teaching as scholarship:
Preparing Students for Professional Practice in
Community Services. Toronto, ON: Wilfrid Laurier Press.
Golden, J., & Haastrup, P. 2016. The
Kenya Project and Solar Cooker Project. Presented at the international CONSOL 2016 Solar
Cooker Conference, Portugal, January.

Norman, M. 2015. Sport in the Underlife of a
Total Institution: Social Control and Resistance
in Canadian Prisons. International Review for
the Sociology of Sport.
Oriola, T. H. Rollwagen, N. Neverson and C.
Adeyanju. Forthcoming. “Support for Conducted
Energy Weapons (CEWs): Evidence from the
Alberta Survey.” The Canadian Journal of Criminology and Criminal Justice.
Pomerance, M. 2016. Moments of Action: Riddles of Cinematic Performance. Rutgers University Press.

Powell, C. 2016. “Revitalizing the Ethnosphere:
Global Society, Ethnodiversity, and the Stakes of
Koc, M. 2015. Crisis of Legitimacy and Chal- Cultural Genocide.” Genocide Studies and Prelenges for Food Policy. Canadian Food Studies. vention: An International Journal. 10(1):44-59.
2(2): 17-22.
Schifellite, C. 2015. The Social and Political
Langford, R. Prentice, S., Richardson, B. and Origins of Critical Theory and it’s Relevance to
Albanese, P. 2016. Conflictual and Cooperative Architectural Design and Urban Planning.” InvitChildcare Politics in Canada. International Jour- ed talk: School of Planning and Architecture,
nal of Child Care and Education Policy. 10 (1): 1 New Delhi, India.
-20.
Stanger-Ross, J., & Sugiman, S. 2015. In J.D.
Moore, P. 2015. Space, Place and Case: Sur- Belshaw, Canadian History: Post-Confederation.
veying the Grounds of Cinema History. Early B.C. OpenTextbook Project.
Popular Visual Culture, 13(4): 336-343.
Tomiak, J. 2016. “Unsettling Ottawa: Settler
Muzzatti, S.L. 2016. Did Need for Speed colonialism, Indigenous Resistance, and the
Kill?:Street Racing Legislation and the Mediated Politics of Scale.” Canadian Journal of Urban
Reality of Crime. In C. Richardson and R. Smith- Research. 25(1):8-21.
Fullerton (Eds.) Covering Canadian Crime: What
Journalists Should Know and the Public Should Train, K.A. 2016. "Well, How Can You Be Jewish and European?" Indian Jewish Experiences
Question. University of Toronto Press.
in the Toronto Jewish Community and the CreaNoack, A., L. Vosko, L., & J. Grundy, J. 2015. tion of Congregation BINA. American Jewish
Measuring Employment Standards Violations, History. 100(1):1-23.
Evasion and Erosion - Using a Telephone Survey. Relations industrielles/ Industrial Relations. Tyyskä, V. 2015. Sri Lankan Tamil Families in
Canada: Problems, Resiliency and Intergenera70(1): 78-101.
tional Solidarity. Family Science Review, 20(2):
47-64.
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Middle East and North Africa Studies

RU Sociology’s Team Behind the Scenes

Area studies is relatively new at Ryerson, with Caribbean
Studies one of the pioneers in this field. A group of faculty
members with research focusing on Middle East and North
Africa (MENA) has been working towards developing a
Research Centre. MENA aims to foster a deeper understanding of the rich cultural and literary histories, complex
politics, diverse urban structures and varied economies of
countries in the Middle East and North Africa as well as the
diasporic experience of the people of the region globally.

When
you
come into our
Sociology
Department,
the
friendly
faces you see
first are those
of Elizabeth
Johnson and
Duck
Yu.
Elizabeth is
our
Undergraduate Program Administrator, and
Duck is the
Department
Administrator.
Together,
they coordinate and carry out a significant amount of the administrative
work needed to keep our department running smoothly. Our
success, both individual and collective, is possible because
of the support and expertise they provide to our faculty, instructors, and students.

Since Winter 2015 there has been a series of brown bag
lunch talks covering a wide range of topics by Ryerson
faculty members. On February 23rd Dr. Kelly Train gave an
enthusiastically-received talk about her research on North
African Jewish Experiences in the Toronto Jewish Day
School System. She discussed the experiences of European (Ashkenazi) and North African (Sephardic) Jewish communities in Toronto the establishment of Or Haemet Sephardic
School as a response to the forced
“Ashkenazification” of Sephardic students in the Orthodox
Jewish day school system. Dr. Train showed that the homogenous and exclusive claims of authentic Jewish identity marginalize diverse realities of Jewish experiences and
identities that reflect different social, historical, geographic,
economic, and cultural contexts.

Congratulations to Dr. Vappu Tyyskä

Elizabeth is well-known among undergraduate students for
her patience, empathy, and problem-solving, even during the
busiest times of the year, Elizabeth never hesitates to help
students coordinate their courses, access Ryerson’s student
services, or offer a listening ear. Duck joined the Sociology
Department in 2014 from the Faculty of Arts office. He does
an outstanding job managing the complex administrative
needs of our department, and always goes out of his way to
assist every member of our department with a smile on his
face. Thank you, Duck and Elizabeth, for everything you do!

Tenure and Promotion

Our department is pleased to announce that Drs. Mélanie
Knight and Chris Powell have been granted tenure and
promoted to Associate Professor. Congratulations Mélanie
and Chris on this significant accomplishment.

Dr. Vappu Tyyskä has been awarded the 2016 Yeates
School of Graduate Studies Outstanding Contribution to
Graduate Education Award. This award recognizes Dr.
Tyyskä’s long-standing commitment to the MA in Immigration and Settlement Studies, for which she has served as
an instructor, a student supervisor, and a program director.
Dr. Tyyskä also works with students in the PhD Policy
Studies program. Congratulations to Vappu on this welldeserved recognition!
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